
Serving at
St Peter’s

After Jesus was resurrected, he had breakfast with his disciples and during that meal he asked Peter “Do
you love me?”, and when Peter responded with a yes, Jesus told him to feed his sheep. We are called to
follow these words ourselves and to serve the people of God, to build up the church and enable the family
of God to declare the goodness of God in the world and build a community where all are welcome. We
believe that serving the church can build relationships, confidence, new skills, and embed people in
community, as well as helping people to meet the Servant King through their roles. Below are some of the
ways that you can serve the church so do have a read through and see what God might be calling you to.

Why serve the church?

The PCC is the leadership body of the church and trustees of the charity of St Peter’s
Woolton. This group meets monthly to oversee the governance and business of the church
and to look strategically at vision for the future. Meetings are on the 2  Tuesday of the
month 8-9:30pm in the Simon Peter Centre and alternate between governance meetings
(for example covering finance, building management, HR, policies and procedures) and
strategy meetings where we focus the whole evening on one topic such as pastoral care,
children’s ministry or stewardship so we can look at building for the future. 

nd

To be a PCC member you will need to be on the electoral roll of the church and eligible to be
a trustee. If you would like to stand as a PCC member, please speak to our Rector or one of
the church wardens and you will need to complete the PCC member nomination form before
the APCM (annual meeting).

Serving on the PCC (Church Leadership and trustees)

Hospitality Team
The hospitality team at St Peter’s offers our church family and visitors the opportunity for
conversation and friendship new and old after each service. Refreshments tea, coffee, juice and
biscuits are served after every Sunday service (10.30am) and some special services throughout
the year by our volunteers.

There is a rota that the team identify dates they are available, depending on the number of
volunteers it could be you would give up as little as 1 Sunday in every 6 weeks. There is usually a
team of 3 for each service, we prepare and set up before the service (10.00am) and then leave
the service a little before the end to take up our position in the Centenary Room, usually after the
dish washing we are finished around 12.30pm.

If you can give a little time, please contact: Lorraine Shaw 07949 705077



Music

AV Team

During the Sunday 10.30am service, looking after the sound desk, and looking after the
presentation of the hymns and liturgy on the screens. At present there are 2 people who are
committed to working on the desk almost every week, but, hopefully, if we get some
volunteers we can work out a rota of only once or twice a month.

For the Sunday service, you would need to be in church for about 10.00am and shut down
will take no more that 15 minutes after the service finishes. There may be a totally voluntary
request occasionally to work the sound desk for a funeral or wedding, for which you will be
paid.

You do not need to have a knowledge of a sound desk, or the software we use, but it would
help if you could confidently use a computer. Although the sound desk looks complicated, it
is quite easy to use. You will be given full training and you will be fully supported when you are
on duty. 

If you are interested, you could come and sit with us during a service to see if you would be
happy doing this or contact Roger Whitaker via the hub, in church or through my e-mail
pccsecpsw@gmail.com

St Peter’s music could not function without a group of loyal musicians but could not have
survived without new people joining the group over the years. The band in particular needs
additional members to bring whatever gifts they can, be that an instrument or singing. The band
meets each week at 9.45-9.50am on a Sunday to sound check and run through the music for that
week. This is to ensure all equipment is working well and the blend of musicians work with the
music selected as our primary purpose is to effectively lead worship in the church. The band will
also meet up occasionally in the evening to bring in new members or learn new music. You would
not have to play/sing every week, in fact with more volunteers the commitment for all members
lessens.

As well as the band we have a choir at Christmas (Sometimes Easter), Regular organ hymns at
services, weddings and funerals, piano/organ for special services such as Ash Wednesday and
Maundy Thursday. Most of the organ and piano services are covered by the organist but if you
have a desire to get involved there is the potential to play occasionally as well as provide holiday
cover.

What ever you get involved with you can be assured of great fellowship working with the other
musicians in the church in the service or God. If you would like to get involved please speak to our
Director of Music or contact the parish office.
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Bell Ringing

Cleaning and Gardening Team
There's a little-seen and seldom-heard group of people at St Peter's who try hard to keep the
church building and grounds looking tidy, in good repair and working well.
Behind the scenes, they dust, hoover and polish, weed and water, mend and make-over - and all
give as much time as they can afford to, with no absolute commitment each week.
They're a friendly and fun-loving team who would love to welcome you as a new recruit - doing
as much or as little as you feel you're able to, and the only stipulation being that you must
enjoy chat, cake and chocolate biscuits with your cuppa!

So if you're a dab hand with a Henry Hoover, or a fun-loving flower arranger, or a green-fingered
gardener, or a dynamic DIYer, we'd love to add you to our WhatsApp group so that we can let
you know what's going on week by week. Just contact the parish office for more information
and to get involved.

St Peter’s church was opened on 31st December 1887 and in October 1888, following their
installation in the tower, the bells were rung and heard for the very first time – and they have
been ringing week by week ever since - but now, we as a church are in danger of letting our bells
fall silent…we need more recruits from within the church family to take up the art of bell ringing.
The ringing of bells announcing the presence of the church community to the parish is an
important aspect of the ministry and life of St Peter’s, however it is much more than this. As well
as announcing that a church service is about to start, to all that hear them, our bells also
proclaim a vibrant, living church in Woolton and the bells and the ringers are an integral part of
Woolton village life. As well as being part of the ministry, bell ringing is a fascinating team
activity and an absorbing hobby suitable for all ages from about 12 years old upwards. In
churches all over the country family members often learn and ring together and become part of
the ‘band’, as we call it, but individuals are just as welcome.

Practice night at St Peter’s is every Friday evening in the tower from 7:30 until 9:30. This is where
you will learn about bells and bell ringing and be taught how to ring a bell, and in time, become a
proficient bell ringer. Bell ringing is a team activity, so your commitment is very important. Once
proficient you will be expected to ring before the Sunday morning service and you can also ring
for weddings and other important church or state occasions.

A few bits of information:
For those with mobility issues, there is a spiral staircase with 52 steps leading up to the ringing
chamber in the tower
Bell ringing is a good form of gentle exercise - particularly for the upper body
Absolutely no gymnastics are involved…bell ringers don’t go jumping up and down or go flying
through the air!

If you are interesting in volunteering, the best way forward is to just come to the tower any
Friday evening from 7:30 and have a look, or you can leave your details with the Parish Office and
we’ll get back to you. All are welcome.
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The Hub

Reading, Praying and Assisting with Holy Communion

Come and join the Team of readers, those saying prayers and assistants at Holy Communion, in
Services, at St Peter’s! All are welcome and training will be offered, in Church, by Joyce.
You will be emailed a rota approximately every 6 weeks and your name may be on it.
Check your diary, and if that date is not suitable just reply to the email a.s.a.p. and you will
either be removed or offered a swap. If you don’t reply then we will presume you are happy to
go ahead. Readings will be sent to those Leading the Service, the Preacher, the Reader and the
Pray er (Intercessor) ~ this enables those preparing prayers to follow the theme of the Service
and for the Reader to practice.

You will have my email address and Joyce and I are available to offer help and guidance with
both Reading and preparing prayers. We would also meet with you the week before, if you like,
so that you can stand at the Lectern or rail, and get a feel for being up there!

This is a wonderful ministry to be a part of and we can always introduce you to members of this
team to ask for their thoughts. Please pray and consider this wonderful opportunity.

‘The Hub’ is St Peter’s small community centre which runs largely 9am-1pm Monday to Friday
throughout the year in the Simon Peter Centre, over the road from St Peter’s Church graveyard.
We are a place where anyone from St Peter’s church family, the local community of Woolton,
South Liverpool and beyond can come together to connect with each other and/or with God if
people choose, make new friends, enjoy hobbies, learn new skills, share support and support the
church with enquiries. We are part of two national initiatives; Places of Welcome and Warm
Welcome Spaces.

Volunteers are welcome to join us for as much or as little time as you have to offer. There are
weekly, monthly or occasional roles available throughout the year including those such as
running a group yourself, supporting other leaders running a plethora of activities, serving
hospitality, welcoming heritage visitors and volunteering on reception.

The chief qualities you need to volunteer are willingness, availability and enthusiasm about our
mission to be a place of connection throughout the week. If you have a particular skill or interest
you’d like to offer which the Hub don’t yet cover, there are always opportunities and support to
try out new activities and groups. 

The standard Church of England volunteer recruitment process applies to all volunteer roles in
the Hub. This comprises a volunteer application form including two referees, the completion of a
confidential declaration form, an informal interview and safeguarding training. An annual
volunteer support meeting is given to each volunteer along with informal support in role, as
required.

For more information, please contact the Hub Coordinator, Jenny Radford either in person, via
hubcoordinator@stpeters-woolton.org.uk or on the office number 0151 428 6810 between 9.30
and 1pm Monday to Thursday.



Fabric and Finance Committee

Open Church

Opening St Peter’s church and welcoming visitors is such a joy, and this is what open church is
all about. At the moment we have a small band of volunteers who open the church throughout
the year, but more volunteers would mean we could be open more often. We have a wonderful
building to share with others and there’s so much history and significance that people
appreciate experiencing. You don’t need to have knowledge of the history to be able to help as
information is provided. If you are interested in helping, please speak to the parish office or the
open church team.

'The Finance and Fabric Sub-Committee, better known as “F&F”, has been described by some as
the “engine room” of the church. This sub-committee of the PCC does what it says on the can
and considers everything to do with our finances and fabric ahead of our monthly PCC meetings,
dealing with smaller issues and making recommendations to PCC on the bigger ones. As such, it’s
an important place to be with typical agendas covering monthly reports on our four buildings,
income and expenditure, staffing, health and safety, open church and much more. Recently we
have played an important role in the repairs to the church roof valleys above the organ and
Chapel of the Good Shepherd and the new boiler and heating system to be installed in June and
July. Most practical issues relating to St. Peter’s come to, and are dealt with by, F&F! We are
chaired by Lauren Fletcher and the Rector, Wardens, Treasurer and Secretary are members
because of their roles. However, we are always on the look out for anyone with skills relating to
finance and fabric and a passion to use these for the proclamation of the Christian Gospel in
Woolton. For example, Derek Nuttall has recently joined us and provided invaluable advice and
assistance with electrical and security issues. You don’t need to be a member of PCC to join F&F.
Prospective members are considered by F&F and, if approved by F&F and PCC, co-opted. We meet
ten times a year from 8 until 10 at the latest normally on the first Tuesday evening of each
month with papers to read before each meeting. Please contact a churchwarden for more
information.

Pastoral Care

Pastoral care is all about caring for one another, with a particular focus on those in a time of
need, such as sickness, bereavement, those who are housebound or experiencing a particularly
challenging time. We are an important link with these parishioners for, by listening,
empathising and reassuring we aim to touch their lives with God’s love, making them feel
valued and connected to their church. 

We are currently in the process of developing our pastoral ministry and would love to grow a
team of visitors and those who can take Holy Communion to people in their homes. Training
would be offered and any volunteers would need to go through our safeguarding processes. If
you are interested in being part of this ministry, please speak to our Rector or churchwardens.



Children’s and Youth Ministry

Welcome Team

The role of the welcome team is to welcome everyone coming to church, especially new people,
putting them at ease. We are looking for friendly people to help with this ministry and be part
of the team. When you are on duty you would need to be in church 30 minutes before the
service so you are ready to welcome people and guide them where to go if needed. You would
be part of the welcome team and so would be invited to occasional meetings to check in with
others and would learn by shadowing other members of the team. This role requires going
through the safer recruitment process. If you are interested in being involved please speak to a
welcomer or churchwarden.

Contact Information

If you are interested in finding out more about any of the roles mentioned, or would like to
volunteer you can either contact a member of the team you are looking to join or speak to the
parish office by either popping into the hub during opening hours, emailing
parishadmin@stpeters-woolton.org.uk or calling 0151 428 6810.

Please be aware that most volunteering roles at St Peter’s require going through the safer
recruitment process which includes an application form, references, interview and
safeguarding training. This is an essential part of our commitment to safeguarding and making
sure that people are in the right role for them. 

Is God calling you to volunteer in one of our Children’s groups?   
Have you ever thought about sharing your Christian Faith ?
Why not deepen your own Christian faith at the same time as encouraging a child or young
person to grow in their Christian faith?

There are always different roles available as life changes and leaders move on.  We have groups
on a Sunday morning ranging from babies and toddlers up to teenagers and midweek groups
such as Minnows toddler group twice a week. There are options to be a leader for a group or
one of our helping team.

Why not prayerfully consider what you could offer to our Children’s Work and discover how
blessed you can be by the children and young people too?

We are looking for enthusiastic people who love God and are prepared to work as part of a
team, who could commit to help in a group on a regular basis . Volunteers need to be prepared
to complete a DBS, undertake safeguarding training and be prepared to attend some trainings
and meetings over the course of a year. If you are interested please speak to our children’s
coordinator, a church warden or Rector.


