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Dear Friends 
 

Missing Encounters 

I wonder what you’re missing at the moment? The old normality? The physical closeness 

of family, friends, work colleagues and others? The pub, the club, the sport, the concert, 

eating out and the hairdressers ….? And then there’s the missing out of gathering 

together in our church building. 
 

What might you also be missing? 

The danger for a follower of Jesus is missing out during a crisis like this on close 

encounters with Jesus himself. There is one story in Luke’s Gospel, full of missing 

encounters, that turns into a close encounter.  
 

Close to death 

In Luke 7 we have the story of the Centurion’s faith. In verse 2 there are words that echo 

many people’s experience today: 

‘A centurion there had a slave who he valued highly and who was ill and close to death.’ 
 

Seeing God at work in a crisis 

In this story:  

- a powerful figure seeks help for his slave – illness is a great leveller. 

-a Gentile seeks help from a Jew – Jesus breaks down every kind of barrier. 

- the Centurion enrols Jews to speak on his behalf – out of a crisis can come a great 

sense of community as people look out for each other. 

This story is one of missing encounters. Jesus doesn’t meet the slave, nor the Centurion 

and yet the slave is healed.  
 

In all we are missing, let’s not miss out encountering Jesus day by day and praying for his 

kingdom to come, and being ready for being a part of what God wants to do at this time. 

As we pray ‘Thy kingdom come, thy will be done’ we will see more people receiving the 

good news, more freedom to those enslaved, more recognition of Jesus’ Lordship over 

every part of our lives, more rejoicing that death does not have the last word and more 

of God breaking in redeeming and healing this broken world. 
 

Underlying this Gospel story is the wonderful news that the Gospel of Jesus is for 

everyone. It is also true that when we are missing encounters with Jesus and when God 

seems absent, that is often the very time that the presence of God can be experienced. 

May we continue to encounter Jesus during this difficult time. 
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News updates 
 

• Our new curate arrives!  

Julia Pratt moves into 25 Linkside Road on June 10th and starts work in the parish at 

the end of June. A photo and a short biography will be on the website. Her college in 

Durham, the Liverpool Diocese, she and I have been reflecting on how to do ministry 

during these times. It will be a planned and exploring journey, so please pray for her 

getting to know people and the parish as she starts her ministry here. 

As part of our welcome, we would love to give her a food hamper on arrival so if 

anyone wants to contribute please leave donations in the Rectory porch before 

Sunday 7th June and we will ensure she gets them. (Gluten free foods only please).  
 

• Eco – church 

The Diocese of Liverpool is marking the national year of the environment by aiming to 

become an Eco Diocese and at St Peter’s we are working towards being an Eco 

Church, caring for God’s earth in different areas of our life. A group of us are working 

hard on this, and on Sunday 7th June the online service will introduce the theme of 

looking after God’s world. There is more information on our website including 

resources for children and young people and it would be great if as many households 

as possible can complete the carbon footprint challenge found here:  

https://www.stpeters-woolton.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/St-Peters-Carbon-

Footprint-Challenge-final.pdf 
 

I end with a Melanesian prayer, which has a sense of adventure in its words: 
 

O Jesus, be the canoe that holds me up in the sea of life. 

Be the rudder that keeps me in the straight road. 

Be the outrigger that supports me in times of temptation. 

Let your Spirit be my sail that carries me through each day.  

Keep my body strong so I can paddle steadfastly on in the voyage of life. 

We ask this prayer though Christ Our Lord.  Amen.   

 

God bless. 

 

Kip 
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