
Home Church - younger child - Palm
Sunday
LJ17

Bible Verses: Matthew 21:1-11, Mark 11:1-10, Luke 19:28-40, John 12:12-15.

Welcome Activity 15 mins  Music

Welcome Activity 15 mins  Craft Ideas

To tell the children the story of Palm Sunday and help the children enter into the drama and
excitement of it. 

Praise Him

Place some instruments e.g. tambourines, maracas, bells etc in a basket or on a table. Let the children
explore them and play along with a worship CD. If your group doesn’t have any instruments then you
could make some simple shakers out of 2 paper cups taped together with pasta inside or plastic bottles
containing some rice.

The Point: Just for fun and to link with the story of Palm Sunday and the people praising Jesus. 

Equipment

‘Great Big God for Pre-schoolers’ CD (or similar), CD player and musical instruments.

Crown Him

Help the children make their own crowns. Encourage them to be as inventive as possible with the
resources available.

As they make their crowns chat to them about who wears a crown.

The Point: Just for fun and to link with the story of Palm Sunday and the recognition by the people of
Jesus as King. 

Equipment

Thin card, crayons, pens, stickers, scissors, collage items, glue sticks and sticky tape.
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Get Creative 15 mins  Craft Ideas

10 mins

Jesus Is King

The children are to colour in the palm leaves with the green crayons, then cut them out and attach
them to the crowns made in the Welcome Activity ‘Crown Him’.

If all the children didn’t get to make a crown earlier on in the session then have the resources available
for them to make one at this point. Others may wish to add more decorations to their crowns.

The Point: To remind the children that the people waved their palm leaves and called Jesus their King.

Equipment

Crowns from Welcome Activity ‘Crown Him’, copies of the ‘Palm Leaves’ sheet printed onto thin card,
scissors, glue sticks and green crayons.

Procession: Story Time

You might want to read the story in a childrens bible or watch an animation of the story. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z-39h0xYqdE

Equipment: Donkey mask (optional), sticky tape, scissors, pieces of fabric or carpet squares, cushions 
(something to make a pathway), cardboard tubes and paper coloured green

Explain to your child that they are going to get ready for a procession. Someone famous is going to 
walk through their room and they need to be prepared. What kind of things do they think they need to 
do to get ready for the procession? Listen to their ideas.

Then explain that someone important needs a special path to walk along – together make a path. 

The other thing they need is something to wave. Together wind strips of green paper round the 
cardboard tubes and leave long dangly ends or use your paper crosses or palm branches if made 
using other templates on the website.

When everyone is ready get your child to line up along the edge of the pathway.

Someone in the family needs to be the donkey. Help them put the donkey mask on or just freestyle 
your best donkey impression (If you need help with a template for a donkey mask try: 
www.craftscope.com/donkey-mask/  or www.masketeers.com/printable-donkey-mask.htm)

Ask the children if they think the donkey is the special person they have been getting ready for. When 
they laugh and say no, say they are quite right although the donkey does have a very important part to 
play in the story.
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Get Creative 15 mins  Craft Ideas

Choose someone else to be Jesus,   Ask Jesus to stand at one end of the pathway. The donkey needs 
to stand a little way away.

Say that one day Jesus sent two of His friend to get Him a donkey from a nearby village. (Get someone 
to collect the donkey and take  the donkey and lead it to Jesus.)

Jesus rode on the donkey as He made His way to Jerusalem for the Passover festival. There were lots 
of people standing by the road and they took off their coats and put them down on the road, they 
wanted to make a special pathway for Jesus. They wanted Jesus to know how much they loved Him 
and that He was their King.

As Jesus rode by them the people waved palm branches and cheered Him. (Jesus and the donkey 
need to walk slowly along the pathway whilst the rest of the children wave their tubes and cheer. They 
could say Hurrah or Hosanna or Praise King Jesus!)

tell your child that  just like the people in the story they can praise King Jesus too. Let them choose a 
musical instrument and then play one of their favourite worship songs and encourage them to sing and 
dance along with it. If you feel the pathway is safe enough then they could dance along the pathway.
Here is link to an action song: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cVnHYmc744s

The Point: To tell the children the story of Palm Sunday and then encourage them to sing their praises 
to Jesus just as the people did in the story.

Wave A Flag

Explain to the children that they are going to make flags to wave, just like the people waved their palm
branches. They can decorate the paper for their flag however they like and stick on one
of the praise words (either use attached sheet or write your own words or the children could write their
own).

Attach their flag to a stick or chopstick using sticky tape.

The Point: For the children to make flags to remind the children how the people cheered and waved
branches for Jesus. 

Equipment

Paper, paper sticks or chopsticks, pens, crayons, copies of the ‘Praise Words’ sheet cut out, stickers
and sticky tape.

My Palm Leaf Prayers
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Get Creative 15 mins  Prayer

The creative prayer activity gives any adults time to reflect on what they would have thought and called
out if they had been present as Jesus rode by on the way to Jerusalem.

Make sure they know where their sheets of paper and pens are.

The Point: To encourage any adults time to respond and reflect personally on the story. 

Equipment

Copies of the ‘Creative Prayer Palm Leaves’ sheet printed out and pens.

The palm leaf prayer template is in a separate document on the website
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